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Most Liked Features:

􀂃 Natural Environment

􀂃 Outdoor Activities

􀂃 Rural Atmosphere

􀂾 Most Important Issues:

􀂃 Regulating growth and development

􀂃 Protecting the environment

􀂾 Support for Development Directions:

􀂃 Prioritize preservation of the environment over development

􀂃 Restrict development projects to limit growth

􀂃 Development of year-round businesses

􀂾 Traffic Flow and Traffic Management Projects:

􀂃 Reinstate resort shuttle bus service during peak weekends

􀂃 Expand public transportation to the area

􀂾 Service Improvements:

􀂃 Surveying water quality and water supply limits

􀂃 Improve emergency communication services

􀂃 Improve road maintenance and repair

The results indicate that community members of Donner Summit, on average, have a highly positive opinion of the quality of life in the area. Approximately 92 percent of the surveyed community reported being at least somewhat satisfied with the overall quality of life. Godbe Research has asked this question in surveys for a number of California regions in recent years, and the overall satisfaction level indicated by the Donner Summit community places it among the top 10 percent of those surveyed. Additionally, 86 percent of the surveyed community reported being at least somewhat satisfied with the quality of their local neighborhood. The natural environment, outdoor activities, and rural atmosphere were at the top of the list of most liked features of living in the Donner Summit area. Additional questions related to the environment and outdoor recreation reinforced the value that community members place in these features. Specifically, regulating growth and development and protecting the environment emerged as the two most important issues facing the area. Community members also showed the strongest support for prioritizing environmental preservation in the development directions tested. Finally, nearly all of the Donner Summit households that responded to the survey participate in outdoor recreational activities. Approximately half of the community indicated that population growth in the Donner Summit area is occurring too fast, whereas roughly the other half of the community indicated that it is occurring at the right pace. In line with this negative opinion of population growth, the results indicate that community members are between somewhat opposed and strongly opposed to high-density development, including fractional ownership residences, condominiums and townhomes, and resort-style developments. Despite their strong interest in outdoor recreational activities, the community was also between somewhat opposed and neutral regarding the development of recreational businesses and additional alpine ski-lifts.

Although the community supports the restriction of commercial and residential development projects to limit growth, some support was observed for the development of year-round businesses. This finding is in line with the lower satisfaction with the availability of businesses and professional services in the Donner Summit area.

Similar to the results of a number of the surveys we have conducted in other regions of California, Donner Summit community members have a somewhat negative opinion of road conditions and traffic flow during peak travel days. When asked to indicate their support for 9 traffic management projects, the community expressed the strongest support for public transportation, such as an extension of the Capitol Corridor train line and an

extension of the Truckee public transit system. The most supported project was the reinstatement of resort shuttle bus service during the winter and summer holiday weekends. The study also assessed the importance of a variety of residential service improvements and additions. The community, as a group, prioritize basic services, such as surveying water supply limits, improving emergency communication services, and improving road maintenance and repair, above residential utilities, such as high speed Internet, making natural gas available, and improving cable or satellite television service. Most of the service improvements and additions tested were rated, on average, as at least somewhat important. The survey also gathered information on community members’ preferred information sources. The study revealed that a majority of community members prefer to get their information on what is going on in the Donner Summit area through online sources or email, which largely reflects the available sources. These results suggest that there is great opportunity for DSAA to inform the community of its official website, which should increase usage and, in turn, its importance as an information source. Approximately 60 percent of the survey respondents had heard of DSAA prior to taking the survey; however, only 2 in 5 of those aware of DSAA reported having visited the website.

Just take a couple of figures here

Length on summit

[image: image11.emf]
[image: image12.emf]
[image: image13.emf]
[image: image14.emf]
