Summit Summit II

Last December SLPOA and DSAA hosted the first Summit Summit to bring the various Summit communities together, to begin thinking about development and our responses, and to develop a community vision.  DSAA took up the challenge of keeping the process going following through with the Summit survey  (see page 9).

The next step was to convene another Summit Summit, II this time, to develop a vision for the Summit.  That was held on December 15 at Donner Trail School.  So, first thanks to Donner Trail School and principal Suzy Phoebus for hosting the event.

Pat Malberg, new DSAA president, introduced Steve Frisch from Sierra Business Council who talked about community building principles, the Placer County community plan process, and the importance or relationships.  His most important point was that a community expressing its vision is hard to ignore [by the County.]

Steve also cautioned against the culture of “war” as parties move forward because that will affect all aspects of what happens.

Next the 70 or so Summit participants from all parts of the Summit, divided into 9 groups to develop principles in each area that would guide planning activities in the future.  The nine groups were:


communications: health, safety,


infrastructure: transportation, waste, water, roads


economics/business development – local businesses


habitat: forests, wetlands, meadows, 


sense of place: quality of life and cultural values


recreation


other


growth and development t


leadership

Each group did its brainstorming listing  what was fundamentally important, guiding principles, and what that topic means to the Summit. Then the entire group came back together to share and consider additions to their lists.

DSAA will then take the principles to the individual groups to check for completeness and develop consensus.  Copies can be obtained from DSAA probably by the time this reaches you.  You may obtain copies either in print or at the DSAA website, http://donnersummitareaassociation.org
It was a valuable exercise both for bringing the Summit together and as we meet the challenges of development on the Summit.  Steve Frisch is right, it will be hard to governmental entities to ignore the will of the citizens as expressed in DSAA’s survey and the two Summit Summits.

