Donner Summit Conservation Assessment & Planning Principles.

We are fortunate to have some good friends.  Sierra Watch and The Sierra Club have been collaborating for some months on a study of Donner Summit.  The first part of the study was released early this month just prior to the Summit Summit II  which is reported on elsewhere in this fine journal.

The purpose of the study is to set forth planning principles that will guide “future decisions on conservation and development on Donner Summit.”  It describes the values and resources on Donner Summit, and then explores the development issues.  The values and resources of the Summit are its heritage, biological and water resources, cultural importance, and climate. The development issues are the existing development, water supply, wastewater treatment, transportation, danger of fire, conservation, and the need to update current county general plans.  The results are seven planning principles to guide Summit residents and government decision makers in our stewardship of the Summit.

The 7 principles:

•Recognize the important of Donner Summit to the boarder Central Sierra and downstream ecosystems.

•Protect the wide array of habitat and the incredible range of biodiversity on Donner Summit.

•Protect the wetlands and meadows of Donner Summit.

•Expand permanent protection of Donner Summit forest resources.

•Improve and maintain the water quality of Donner Summit’s lakes, creeks, and rivers.

•Preserve the scenery of Donner Summit as the portal to California and as the region’s primary recreational

       and economic resource.

•Recognize the challenging climate on Donner Summit and the impact of climate change on the region’s

       landscape and resources.

The full document is available from Sierra Watch at http://www.sierrawatch.org/  A more technical version will be coming sometime in the future.

I initially read the paper just after receiving news that Foster/Syme have again put off filing their plans with the County, this time until sometime in 2008.  I wonder if their commitment to “green” development made them put off the filing pending our friends’ report?  Adhering to the principles and actually working with others would lend some credibility to their efforts.

The last sentence of the paper eloquently summarizes the feelings of Summit residents as expressed in the Summit Survey results reported on page 9 and elsewhere here, “It’s up to us to ensure that, 100 years from now, future generations can share the same experiences [we have shared on the Summit.]  Thank you Sierra Watch and Sierra Club.  We are lucky to have friends.  The Summit and future generations are lucky as well.

