
Please Don’t Feed the Bears

Dear Serene Lakes Homeowner,

Recently your garbage can was placed outside overnight where it could be accessed by bears, coyotes and/or neighborhood dogs.  Serene Lakes homeowners are struggling to keep our community clean of debris and safe from bear/human conflicts.  Therefore, the Serene Lakes Property Owners Association (SLPOA) is requesting that all homeowners refrain from placing garbage cans outside for extended periods of time – more than a few hours.

Bears presently visit Serene Lakes on a regular basis in search of food.  These bears now pose a serious threat to our (and their) safety.   In other mountain communities, including Tahoe Donner and Squaw Valley, circumstances such as ours have deteriorated into incidents of bears breaking into garages and homes in search of food.   We have been advised by local area experts that our bear problem will only worsen unless we eliminate readily available sources of food.  

You can implement one of several options to ensure that bears do not have access to your garbage:

1. Don’t put your garbage outside until the morning of pick-up (Monday for Serene Lakes).

2. Take your trash with you if you cannot be here Monday morning.  Or ask a neighbor to put it out for you.

3. Install a bear-proof garbage enclosure, which can be serviced by Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal (530-583-0148) on a weekly or as-requested basis.  

This reminder serves as a courtesy notice.  If your garbage is accessible to bears, the incident can be reported to Placer County. After two such reports, the County typically requires that you purchase and install a bear-proof garbage enclosure (approximately $850).

We need the cooperation of everyone in our community to effectively address this problem.  Please go to SLPOA’s website (www.SLPOA.com) for more information and for Placer County regulations concerning the prevention of bear access to garbage.

Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

A Concerned Neighbor
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