DO YOU HAVE DEFENSIBLE SPACE?

By Ryan Murano

With all the fires burning in the area, and of course the small fire that threatened Serene Lakes recently, it makes one think about having the proper defensible space. Defensible space helps protect your property from destruction due to a wildland fire. Defensible space also helps provide protection to your neighbors in the unfortunate event that your home catches fire. Reducing fuel around your property reduces the intensity of fire and rate of spread to adjacent properties. 
Please refer to, “How To Reduce Fire Hazards Creating Defensible Space” and “Frequently Asked Questions About Defensible Space” (Fire Safe Council of Nevada County) to further your understanding on the proper way to achieve defensible space. Another good resource is the Truckee Fire Protection District’s web page: www.truckeefire.org. The Truckee Fire Protection District’s web page contains information regarding defensible space and other safety information. Additionally, there are two checklist forms (one for residential inspections and one for vacant property inspections) that you can download to perform your own defensible space inspection. The Truckee Fire Protection District will also send an inspector to your property, upon request, to give you pointers on how to achieve your defensible space. They can be reached at 530-582-7850.
Truckee Fire offers a chipping program to make it easier to dispose of vegetation that you clear from your property:

The Truckee Fire Protection District offers free chipping services. You must call them to set up an appointment. You will need to have your vegetation nicely stacked at the roadside. The fire crews will chip your vegetation, and leave the chips on your property for you to spread out.

Please help keep our neighborhood fire safe by having the proper defensible space. 
